The 1939 U.S Christmas Seal
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The 1939 United States Christmas Seal

[his purpose of this exhibit 15 10 present the complete story of the 1939 Nanonal Tuberculosiy

Association (N T.AL) Christmas seal including all kn

v8, proofs and printers (there are four)

us wedl as usape

ind promotion of the seal

The importance of this seal is esthetic. It was ed By Rockwell Kent, angu

mportant American artist of the 20th century, and is generally considered to be the Rockwell Kent's design submission, January 1938 Ihe final design as released, December 1, 1939

produced by the NT.A. No ot artist of such world

wide acclaim has designe

before or since

Access 1o the Archives of American Art in Washimgton, DC has given the exhibitor the opportunity

1o research more detatled data, par

ticularly as concerns dating, than has appeared previously. Based

on the exhibitor’s work, a much more detailed analy
The presentation 15 that of a classic philatelic study.
Outline of the exhibit:

L Pre-production material: essays, die proofs, plate proofs
A By other artists
B, Rockwell Kent's design

) Seals as refeased by the four printers, Including plate flaws and errors
A. Philatelic charscteristics common to all or some of the printers
B. Pre-First Day and First Day covers
C. United States Printing & Lithography Co,, Brooklyn, NY (U)
D. Edwards and Deutsch Lithography Co., Chicago, IL (D)
E. Strobridge Lithography Co,, Clacinnatl, OH (S)
F. Eurcka Specialty Printing Co,, Scranton, PA (E)
1. Sheet seals
2, Booklet seals
G The 1950 Nalkan plagiarism

1IN Usages of the Seals
Iv. Promotion of the Seals
Lorenz's photograph from the N.T.A. archives. He noted the
Introduction

onginal colors on the r

vand: blue

Il year 1939 saw the issuance of the 33rd anmual Christmas seal by the National Tuberculosis

Assocution (NJT.A)

Border: omtside < white; muddle - thin red line; inside - white size and posttion

black Facial det

shape of the ange

subtle changes to the nose, size of the « und

The story begins in mid-July 1937 when Charfes [, Newcomb, director of the N.T.A, Christmas

Seal p

gram. wrote to Rockwell Kemt asking il be would be interested in designing the 1939 sea Figure: white shaded and outlined in rext

On July 23, Kent replied that 1 would be delighted to design n Christmas seal for the Nattonal Halo; winte

Tuberculosis Association and I'll start thinkmg about it right ofl.” On September |, details of the
S 10 remuneration were sent 1o Kent and agreed 1o

Ihe various essays that follow will trace the

(here was some controversy within the N.TLA. commitiee concerming the representat

I . resulted in the final plate
in o modem guise rather than o traditional one, lest there be some redigious objection, In response t

tke 1o

the complamt, Kent replied that e 1ever scen an angeld and, 11 he dad, thas 15 the one |

meel. elegant und serene




IA. Pre-production: essays by other artists

wrmally, the NT.AL held a design competinion but this year they did n Nevertheless, severn
rists, accustomed to oftering designs, sent them unsolcited. As a matter of course, o riginal
rwork was retumed | the arists. Kent's was ultimately retumed um and s currer

ereabouts 15 unknown

One of the poneers of Christmas seal collecting was Charles Lorenz, He was given access 1o the
N.T.A. archives and took black and white photographs of all anists’ submissions between 1919 and
1946, He noted their various colors on the back. Thus, we have a record of those coloss for 1939

[
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IA.

Pre-production: other essavs

e N.TA, made =5savs using Ken
Allentown, PA, date 1 wwit. The second
Kent on December 17, 1938 f CYICW

unsolicited emboss

oflenngs of the cros

None of thes

v saw production

were made

¢mbaosse

nde

1d rather

no

than white,

minern

H

2

Pre-production: from Kent' itive Maker's design photog

s design, Neg

United States Printing & Lithography Co

s original artwork in early January 1938, Newcomb, m his Januan

ground. On January 9, Kent

knowledgi

cated a bl replied that black was o

nan Hack

erely o
1s¢ 0f

1 dark color. He planned
enlarge the numerals of the date, b
drifing and lost at
5 (February 16}

pse blue, In addiric [ should like o

1™ down 10 be overfapped by the
numerals are somewha present.,” In response to another comment, Kent revised 1f
proportons of me cr

On February . Newcomb sent the ¢ maker of the nepatives, the

United States Printing
Lithograph Co., Brooklyn, N3

g
NY. They s die proofs. Initinlly, the ongmal drawing was
photographically reduced, The white on black photograph of y
final seze (52647)

allee (47/64") than the
|

I'he pencil note of "54.64"
arger photogrs

INCILGCs |

ety
I'he somewhat

n the scals
r-'l reverses the colors.

From this dic. the

Maker's Proofs (INMP) w

nade which would be used by
printers as descussed later

All remuining

weproduction material is based on Kent's des




roof, | TR AN | ’ n ( ( ) N ot
th i roofs on cand
essavs), He mad
ollows: 1) regastration { Lhe « ceve was n th
| e b od ar blue Sniis : ' et whothe
dillerent shade f blue et proo
(comments are transcribed below), The February coated paper
proot {rght) with Newcomb's notes was sent to Kent on March 7 Again, Tt veral ¢ 1 bi ger than the final sea
| cisn t ed Trume line ¢ numerals and halo o
n though Kent D338 sketch and the earlier photo reductions itly thicker than the first dic |
lad the lisst nght s ¢ line fully crossing the arm, for some
As0f 1 s I extendec 1 itway
W overal & t larger than the final seasl
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IB. Pre-production: First Die Prool in the actual size, October 1 1938

On September 26, Newcomb wrote to Kemt
Chur en | s t C hadit n your ¢
Octoher | W ) tio

5 | hy o | and ligt whi \ ) ;
This the i mention ol ling pi 1" lected in these proofs of St rexi
{xtob 7 St hlue

Stage 31

For unknown reasons, they used s Sta 1: redd und blo

halo. New color separatior

Fureka. Why this would have happe

NP«

On October 19, two days later,

—

P):
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P-I-




IB. Pre-production: Second Die Proof in the actual size, October

refuming (0 e Hunner numermis

the eve still remained  mosaly

L
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1B, Pre-production: Second Die Proof in the actual size
Hert N the Kiober 1938 and the Jun 1939 prools, black L% d 1IPCE Wi
0 nine it the outlines were sharp enough, There w proo! 1
LT 1th the "blue® scaled back 10 evaluat uwm nd show the final Wl 1
n
-
-4
=
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From left to right

IB. Pre-production: First Negative Maker's Proofsheet, early January 1939

The eyes were, if anything, more solic

IB. Pre-production: Second Negative Maker's Proofsheet, January 20, 1939

The printing error of the eye was comrected on January 20 and sent 1o Kent Pencil mote at the bottom
ayvs "Second proof - OK'd by Kent Jan. 20, 1936 - U.S. Litho. - Experimentul Proof" It is

hamcterized by guidelines in the margins and in all four comers of each seal

IB. Pre-production: Second Negative Maker's Proofsheet perforated, mid-February 1939

P

wat was 410
——— b

e

sofonvansne

o Bo

33

Newcomb sent al least two normal perforated sheets 10 Kent on February 27 with a

request to sign them tor himself and his wife (right-hand sheet), This ope is signed

Yo/Mrs. Newoomb'O K. — and How/Rockwell Kent

Note the remmant of a guideline centrally in the nght murin, The printer’s mark

nol added unrll May, below

The frst perforated sheets, with a Hine maching, were made in mid-Febraary. The

pange was 12% x 12% An initial run was made with la

ol g
olololol e

IB. Pre-production: Final Negative Maker's Proofsheet
mid-May 1939

tar Unils

By May 4, the printer’s mark at pos

proof sheet was

minting and  Lithoaraph (< An impe

utially showing the marginal guidelines. The final sheets were trimmed 10

for rahio auction

proper size

v Kenl, numbered oo

for $3-510+«. Below is from

15 a Fund-raise
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[ or the central slogan block of four

I the slogan block, both on gumn

e first proof December, had a solid colored backaround f |

230
WERLTH
1o
niy

weLnny |
\ .

ESEA ¢ N
N Newcomb comn ed th
. s 4
» C Wl margm 15 nol even

» pink tint is oot even all around
3 the lasger cross must not mun over the edge and must be even with the background

uckgroumnds
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LA, The Seals as issued on December 1, |

Philatelic characteristics common to all printers E. comb only
rTorntion 24 x 12 Horizontal perfs range from
e final NMPs were now ready for distribution 1o the other three pnnters: Edwards and S and D, lin 121 2 f H| 1 2
t und ine ! often closer
Dewtsch Lithography Co,, (D) of Chicago [, Strobndge Lithography Company (S) of
Cincinnati 1d Enrck ectalty Printing Company (E) of Scrunton, PA, Each printer w
noing with Umited (U)
Hullutedl huracteristics mm late Nuws are common 1o all the prnters ),
s will b first . {
ey will be ; essedd fins 5 4 |
wum: whitish
. . e— L -— -
3 3 ucrons

blug

¢ from

Imdescent k. The othe

mexhium blue (5) to o darker hlue (1)

rOm
T OEOT

Counn: darker, E only U is the darkest (lefi to right

4

Shart Entryv: Sometimes the p

of the design ure

h“-A'l' una l" f
Below, a short entry ot pos. 39 mvelving maost of
the area below the head has been seen in more than

one example. A constant flaw at pos. 49 (curved : ——r¥

white line i second 9), is in the block below - "Ny T sees .
I'he cover shows a similar short entey in the hal : . . : : F
- - (- / 27 y ‘:

fo Bo o o

A~ < B A
S - [ -
_/' L ) { Yeu » (<1
"‘5 '{-‘ featt g Fe // A «{- L " i .4h R
= 5 4 ) : i before the bottom one
’ y=r () : dried. They COUT W sach color plate '
i i ‘ Ko g Fela ‘ L
e - - /
J L 4




A

Fhe Seals as issued on December

1939

Philatelic characteristics common to all printers, errors

Vhile errors are unigue 1o a printer

cs (flaws)

mistakes, n = abnormal

point Thus, ti

WO part she

n ). See err

one below is

s an imprope ¢ which, while

error, is more appropeiately shown with

all occur as a resull of prodectior

able 10 show such errors at this

the right are from E while the

i1s particular prmter, te. B, as i1t were a plate flaw

Doubie Tmpressions

There is complete doubling of the red
impressaon o the lefl and complete
joubling of the pink to the right, the
so-called "red head®™. The exhibitor has

hers examples

s remarkable mistegistration,  from
pos 8910, comes from printer E: it has

comb perfs

Raodom ink splashes

Here are two promipsent splashes ol blue

Comb perforation erro

A comb perforater was osed for each
two rows, only on E sheets, These two

sheets show  very similar  perforation

errors bt

Note also a 1nic

left horrzontal rows on bot

ne made both errors

Ibese were clearly made by o line
perforator as can be seen in the comers

I'he color s dark 5o it is from pomer D

S

Most printers are more careful than this

e Yoy

o o o Bo

oot

‘i asannnnnny

THR RN RTRRAT

SETEUECRRTNNN

FENNENSERIN,

e s



A

Fhe Seals as issued on December 1, 193

Plate flaws common to all printers

There are seven constiv |

n

Toar

on sheets made by all

primders

pos. |
L {dot & jaw fine)
IN (dot over left clavicke)
9 (curved white line Iin
second 9) ¢ 3N
pear! upper right necklace) ; >
- =

in base ot 3)

acked lip)
sk in

!
here ine below chin)
Y v
- -

{ F ? Ij |

v

even flaws existed on the t to all pristers and are all shown in the multiples

thout mentioning any shared flaws that might be present., Throughout the exhibit, when

slslslslslals
PRPPPP

Constant flaw

13 (dot sho

I8 (dot over left clavicle)

o~ @
Strip of five: pos. 46-30 (lefl), Set of five progressive color proofs for pos. 49 " 49
Coonstant Maw
19 (curved white line m second ). Comb perl., « inter t
) 0 mis-perforated b

Pos, 49 on peinted matter cover, 't
convemience  overpayment  of ¢
printed macter rate, Scal s line perd

=0 1t could be any printer except |

U and E This Is

mb perf, so printer |

tant W

tdot over left clavicle

{curved white line

Q)

seCong

n

fo lio o bo |
fo 1o lio o Bo




IHA. The Seals as issued on December 1, 1939

Plate flaws common to all printers

pos 71 :
|
’ ] ;
L ,'l/ / 2 A A L
= LA mA ¢
N n 5
| AL
pos |
Hlock of 30 pos 7 )
Constant Naw Pus. 79 on cover i'“'l‘-'l'- rated | Veg for printed mntter
f N )
ine perf. so not |
79 (per] upper c) 8% fcracked Lip)

in line below chin)

dot in base of

(DI

that occurs in U and D. There is no
“"evebrow" flaw at pos. 76, which 13

unigue o pranter 13, so printer |

ight necklace)

welow chin)

<

" \L —— - ~ ) : : G TR »
W 4 2 5 y.
- '(/541 Loy ¢ ; / \..‘A-{../:.— PSS

!

)

/ . A
‘,/r“;’,‘::. A (:{,,-Z—:_.:(, /‘( e HOG
N ' /
_ ; g A, 6.
E

wirmail special delivery cover. properdy franked 6¢ air and 10¢ special dedivery




HHA. The Seals as issued on December 1, 1939

Plate flaws common to some printers, i.e. shared flaws

On the 1ast two pages, flaws unon 10 all printers are sHowrt

This and the next page present examples of Maws that are common (o more than one printer but ot all of them. How this might have
occurred is unclear. All printers received the same plates. Those flaws that are constant were ates. Those found only

ites were sent 1o cach

Naws on their particular plates

n one pnr work, presumably, were those produced

printer, how can the same flaw be found nt the same plate position in more than one printer” e akso noded

Later, in the sections on the vanous printers, aws wsguee 10 each printer are illustrated

Fos. 16 properdy rated 2¢ for sealed drop leter in Pasadenn

Block of 21 pos. 4-3

Shared Naw Constant flaw

b (blue dot second 9) (UL S, D)

18 (dot above left clavicle)

Central block of 16 w
pos. 35 ab UL slogan -

Note

05, 57 next to LR slovan

mler’s mark (S) al -

Shured MNaw
35 (dot above Jaw) (S, |

Line perl, 50 i1 is froem S

n the card 15 comb perf. sp it F F
. v L .




ITA. The Seals as issued on Deember 1, 1939

Plate flaws common to some printers, i.e. shared flaws

: S Pax. 75 (dot on right sleeve) on cover paid for double weight bt
¢ ) % | < 5 4 9| robably 3¢ overpind, Found on E arkl § but not comb perf., so S
=~ te e _-— -— -~ - L
! v ! v I! P l o '
- - -— -— &
1, 100

Constant Mlansy pe

shared law H

(blue dot at top of 1) (U, S. E)

'S (dot on night sleeve) (U, S, F), see UR =] > 79 (necklace upper right) ~=
N5 (dot ot bairline) (U, E, D) see below ' -— Sy ! : ’ S84 (blue dot in :| ' h

SR (gmcked lip

{dm

eft shoulder) (E, S. 1) =t
. 1 OX (beeak below chin) nas. KR

(dot on nose) (L), E D)
(blue dot end of eyebrow) (unigue to E)
)

(dot below left clavicle) (U, E, D), see LR :
f v r > X
. ‘o, Y st y deaber’s st class return envelope. Printet
e Comb perf. so pnmer | ows. WK |

v franked 2¢ drop ferter.

3 J

15, 85 (dot at hairfine) on proper
Found on U, 1. and E. Not comb pert.. so either |

/A4

Strip of five pos. 96-100 \
G AANT ~ ELMER R LONG o=~ =
b e | (dot belonw tip of Teft clavicle) (E, ) 203 MARKET STREET >
HARRISBURG, PA.

74
Constant Maw

8. (break below chin)

_— - — : & at \
e B T R R = - J
R ! '3 ine perf., not comb perf., =0 printer D




[IB. The Seals as issued on December 1, 1959 Novembher 25
Pre-First Day uses

ir peinters were all

five pre-fiest

s of which two are comt rom the Philippines

ey TR
LW R
—-«’pmur

e other three are philatelic, Only one can be aseeibed 1o

particular pringee (lower right, printer’s mark 1

Manila to Zuncl

[ the 1939
Il"‘l".' or

Director of

\ 4

’ : o stbet sevell rece
W.‘ Chnstmas scal from R
- November 20, With 1

the District of Columbia erey Association, who had

given FDR 33rd Annun

NO 31 Christmas \,.'.1

v ENED BY
CENSOR, R— B e s

" X . \
' Burington, NJ to New York City rom the Christmas Seal Shoppe
______ s 3ot 0 s R ammre e eceived at & Il'-'lk.l 0518 & ,"I)‘IA feaith ',. nex d
. I 7
30 Sy e e s B R s
. ) ) - 4 5% Bt D™ ST P et
) 45 UL ST
Fia o
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= o { 1 ) =2
o Y
. Taan ’
SN o |y
Jald ‘ Peeran 1
N1 Ny
hoviRy: WITED STATRS R
i , y EStast 3 B |
o ot 713
e g
CImde 8 "via Suez cens ) 2 !
~ Rolanto 0. Qabers ;
i i hanxdstamp and cense £ e - -
. ol S >y
rated eavos 20 wr =10, » 3 2 4 y 4

than the US. and lermitone




HB. The Seals as issued on December 1, 1939

First Day of Issue

While virtun day ¢ re phudatelic, th
I wide there bein l 1 I | k 1hie
Siz } tma 1S 1 Claus, IN
i tter, Niles, M
AU hristmus Senl Ghreeting {
; y -~
MILLER TIRE SHOP ¥ 4‘
— ! T
Front and Sycamore Streets / i o ST
] — _ "
NILES, MICHIGAN - DEC V =) }
i y = b —
Firestone -2 & ¢ .
1
A
o
e
]
w |
1
]
t
i Mr, Charles B. Gilbert
3 23l Wood 8%
.,i Burlington, 5, J.
J

FIRST DAY COVER

DECEMBER 1, 1939

FIRST DAY SAL¢ ' 15
whuonr
[—— — 1 oot inny

HeLIDRY
GREETINGS

j’- C:xa.'c(-J A

|
|
|
|
l BRY AnD ufe
| ewaisymas semis -

Decemper |, 1939




HC. The Seals as issued on December 1, 1939
Printer: United States Printing & Lithography (

sheets for all four printers comprised 16 panes ol 100 seals

fhe pres

d for perforation

were reni wilcn e »

sheet s superimiposed on ar impertorale o

Both covers below bear the printer's mark U at pos. 5

Chyristmas Seul Greeting
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) J

qn // S 2 e Grarfas B Grbery
{ \_15" 222 Wood S¥
AN L34 Wood 1) g

FIRST DAY COVER -b”/’//-{/g/w{,

DECEMBER 1, 1939 ﬂJ

incelled December 25 wsing same ¢achet withowt the FDOC wmpring
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HC. The Seals as issued on December 1, 1939

—

Printer: United States Printing & Lithography Co. (U)

Plate flaws and errors

I'here : 00 unique Nuw on U sheets Ihere s one printing error specific o U prantings

“re-entry", double U, bottom lefl), no The "spoon” caused by errant piece of paper during rec

constant, probably due 1o paper slippage and blue printing, no longer present when the pimk was

printed (right)

olir erre clated withaut pink is found imperf. and peef. It is also found by printer

ey .._‘ Each of these palrs of error of color contains the shared
< | 3 flaw a s, 79 (pear! upper right npecklace), a difficult
| et | ,

sssemhlage

ol o

ol
sl
I
ol
sl
ol g

S
S
S
i
«
3

serforate block of four with peinter's mark | ' - g
Imperiorae ck ur with peinte Tar sert. (left) impert. (167
LR L)
PLY N
4 | bl e
Siacy 1-;'."-.-!..
939, color crror, enrllest uye, PreFDC, Mesa. AZ 10 Burlington, NJ

- o
impert. (rmght), used Nov. 23, gight days before issue
see cover 1o night CLARENCE W. BUDD
Houte 1, Box 19
MESA, ARIZONA

"

L

L

2310
1 Vamears.ctn [his cover is franked with n cross-gutter block of erroe
| g RATIpAY colar, pus. 98-99 on top with a ¢ hwrizontal margr
usALL DAL TINGE z = A
v pos. 8-9 below. The constant Maw al pos. 9% {break in Jine
X ] v chin} appears on both U7 and E sheets, nol permitting

above)

te printer allocation. One other cover and a pair (

are known used on this date, the earliest of any ermor psage

olole

Central perforated block of 16 with printer's mark L




e e IR BPTN BPTN EPTN RPN EFTS EEON SN w8 (g |

1HHD. The Seals as issued on December 1, 1939
Printer: Edwards and Deutsch Lithography Co, (D) F F F F
ﬂ F
pane positton #4; THREE (LL) pane position # 13 and FOUR (LR) pane posimon #16

#9 #10 | #11 | #12 I!!li I!_li I!-Ii I!-li I!-ii l!FII I!Fli I!Fii I!-ll I!Fii

#13 | #14 | #15 | #16 |i II

= FFFF?“%’%FFFF.F
‘B== PPPPEEPFPFPP, Te

o - - Press sheet layout
oML INO

#1 #2 | #3 | #4

#5 #6 #7 #8

P
R |

&7 fi’:ﬁ?’z" e, sl od od ol ol of of ol o] ¥ I
G el sled el ol ol ol of ol o Te
alalalelel el el ol ol o ‘F

ol od of of ol o o] of of R
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*eloter's mark D ot 87 on Christmas card cove
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HD. The Seals as issued on December 1, 1939
Printer: Edwards and Deutsch Lithography Co. (D)

Plate flaws
Or all 1939 constar

D printings have four unigue MNaw “evebrow™ Maw ot

vangee fewe. . l;)

alalalals
PPEPPPF

e

page

- -—

M (dot in mid nose)

!
f

Unigue faw

14 (dot in mid nose) appenrs only

on D sheets permitting anribution

of this block 10 that printer

Thiz cross gutter block shows the

!

horizonul spacing between panes

i
s

be wide, Vertical spacing between
pancs s consistent. It compr

84-95 above and #4-8 below

Use of shared flaws and/or difTerent perfs W B

o ‘
_
when present, wre most helpful in making
s faf 2 "4 .2
printer designations . Block of of 21: pos, -2
£ '

o
I

L nbgue Maw
P Y (lower mght corner dot)

!

Strip of five; pos 961100

: Claw, EFbret
It o= z
V i o et f P .1’74
~3 N .

oo e PP tinn TRy Lt oy

98 (break in line below chin)

Shared flaw:

97 (dot below L clavicle) (E, D). Line perf. | so printer D

o~ ’ /
: Ce R

Sent from LSS, Minneapolis, March 6, 1941 (late use)

Shared aw

93 (dot upper L shoulder) (B, D), Line perl., so printer D




]! The Seals as issued on December 1. 1939
Printer: Strobridge Lithography Co. (8)

company hey may be told

There were three prinfings made b

1 =k in UL bonizontal frame) as

w at pos

apart by o changing f

shown, in order, 10 the g

The three printings -
] @ break but no printer's mark at pos. 57 -
2idd ptiz: break but with printer's mark at pos :

ik repaired

Slogan block with peinter's mark S at pos, 37, on special NTA envelope, December 21, 1939 |

R
LT

NY
|
)

sessnansfeasnnnetnsnsrannnrnsnnans

raphy have

Ninety=%ix nurbersd coples of the b blio
on this page 8 1933 Christmas scal des

well Kent for the Tuberculesls Foundation
seal from the

~

the nunbered copies have an additional

center of the sheet,

Above is the prospectus for a limited edition of 100 of the bibliography lor the Walter

vighurst Specin! Collections Library af Miami (Ohio) University, July 1985

Ihere is & shared Naw a1 pos, 28 (dot left breast near the frame) (E, S). Line perl. so printer S




1D, The Seals as issued on December 1, 1939
Printer: Strobridge Lithography Co. (S)
Plate Maws

ot lefi sleeve)

01t { UppeT CToss
-2 (t cratch at
seen on sheet on last ¢ pos. 38
29 (UL frame break), 3 states
I8 (bloe d
9 (blue dots in hair)
Block of 16; pos. |-18
nhgue Haws
T (bhze dot right shoulder)
1041 (blue dot upper cross)
10-2 (blue scratch at pape of neck), seen on sheet on last
) 1 o U
Iese marching blocks of ming of pos. 830, demonstrte the changing nature of p
some unbgue Taws, g pos 10 and pos, 29
pos. 10 ( )
pos. B
Strip of 3 pos. 33-60, Unigue flaw pos, 59 on Christmas Day Santa Claus, Ind. cover

(blue dots in baur)

—_—

1

- |
SANTA CLAaus, IND.
L) .:
-~
o -
pos, 29 N )
Second printing hird printing This Mlaw, while unigue to S, s constant in

carlv pnntings but md seen in later ones
O-1 (blue dot i upper cross) is fuln

& -~
U fuint 10-1 (blue dot upper cross) 1S lrye £ ‘h
18 (dot over left clavicle) (all) 8 (dot oy eulut‘d’ ym

ver left clavicie) (all) $ 7 2
-i 28 (dot lefl breast near lefl heeast near Trame) {udl) l — I 1\)20 T'QCLI. 11\5,.-3;1 St
| 10 purtial vepalr (UL § - Fol
i 1e inttal stute of the Haw t pax, % {(compiete break |
sheet, Previous pagye

yme) (all)

tame break) 19 full repalr (UL frame break)

=y ]l\dianqpoli: _Indiang

me) 15 seen on the full




i

The Seals as issued

Printer: Eureka Specialty Printing Co. (E)

1. Sheet seals

METHOD!ISY
LLNL TS
simseur

cember

1. 1939

i, St
;e

1‘« J" ey

\ 2/
AT

"j;r-;-w\/(wl"’& N r!:/{.

4.

LSO N
o~ -

TN TR

>
ot o 9

v '
—-—
H J30 | 2
| e | o~
" .\ SRy |
< - roun -
. 1= uome | :
- | Ll
E | ‘ tamal e
| = . .
{21 | 3
. .
.
H |+
\ R 2

o Jio Jio o fhe ie fie Jio Joo Joo
o Jio o o e flo fie fie Jio Joo

fo Bo lio o lio lio Bo Bo lio Bo
o o i Jio Iio [io Bo o fio Blo




- : qalty Printing Co. (E)
Here is the full set of seven progressive cols roofs made for the E seals
B ] M 8 &
Co aration stages: © - o = b ‘ -
12 bluc [ I [ I { | { ‘
2:red | R
pink
t- pale blue !
ue and red 13
6 bl wnd pink Y
I} four col I{

3 |ta T ’F ? |
ﬁ" ﬁ‘ T [F F
k‘ui‘u?‘u?‘ B s L) L

FFFF FFFF

F’f ﬁ“ F F? ? F
alalela FFFF




HE. The Seals as issued on December 1, 1939
Printer: Eureka Specialty Printing Co. (E)
I : B Unlque flaw:
Plate flaws

) {dot below angle of

X g
' v ' ) A
[ - - — In imper!, strip al gt
Clearly, this unique flaw is not seen
on the pos, 70 moomect chche
! !
v ' v ' As noted prev v. wn aoomalous cliche with  thick

Ibere are six unigue Naws in E printings

14 Gust above left axilla)

21 (right mid-be

tdot i foreh

(large dot above fefl axilla)

T (dot below angle of jaw) imerals and halo, seen on ar prool, agpears

)5 (blue dot end of evebrow) f E, in two different positions, pos, 37 and pos, 70, 1t 5
pox. 25 | Unique flay s, 10 of speculation how these cliche errors ocoured
‘ / 15 (dot i forehesd )
\ 4
|

Anomilow

x
o o Bo Bo

Undgue Maws

4 (Just above left axilla)

fo Bo B> o o Bo

21 (night mid-breast)

S
S
S

An interesting, though moenstam

printing o and eyebrow) a

ha en twice, It is in the above block

the blue is

!

!

95 (blue dot ut end of eyebrow),

ot above left axillu)

fo Bo o

!




he Seals ay issued on December 1, 1939
Imperfornte pane, gummer

E)

Printer: Eureka Specialty Printing Co.

2. Booklet seals

was charged with prixlucing booklets ot the seals. There were ten
20 ¢4x5) with no pr

ter's mark. The perforation gauge was

1he pane has two constant faw Fromt cover of the booklet. price S2.00 for 200 seal

d/ ) PRICE $200
5)’ AL

200 CHRISTMAS SEALS IN A CONVENIENT BOOKLET
PURCHASED AND USED GENEROUSLY THEY WILL HELP
PROTECT YOUR HOME FROM TUBERCULOSIS

Leots Eradicate Tuberculosis
turiermas ONE ON EVERY LETTER

) (dot right breast up and o)

(dot right bresst upper, closer 10 necklsce)

fo o o Bo Bo
fo Bo Jio Bo Bo
fo Bo Jio o Bo

Rear cover of the booklet with promotional infonmatior

Dummy test booklets, with covers, consisted o punes, either gumemed and unguimnmed

Ungummex!

Ask vour local tuberculosis

association for any of these pamphlets:

TUBERCULOSIS FROM FIVE TO TWENTY

b0 o Bo Bo lio

WHY DOES TURERCULOSIS RUN IN FAMILIES

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT TURERCULOSIS

Crummmed




LIE. The Seals as issued on December 1. 1939

IS iR
' A

FIDERAZIONE ITALIANA CONTRO LA
TUSERCOLOS! § CONSORZI PROVIMCIALI
AMTITUBERCOLAR!

B FRANCOBOLLI
ANTITUBERCOLARI

LIRE 50 | » ,’-j jg/?}/f/r.

4y ONT Jo/SoNTo '

"CAMPAGNA NAZIONALE CANV AT ’
‘3 ANTITUBERCOLARE 1950 N L SN S S A A A5

GRANDE C ORSO OFFERTO
DALL'ENTE NAZIONALE RISI

PAR AVION
| BY AIR MAIL

| | PER VIA AEREA




111. Usages of the 1939 ¢ , Seal

u Christmas S«

1¢ post card rate

— ——
e —— o —————
P ———
> y .
npaicl  Philadeiphn ty — —
t no pastage due charge , —— - >
Beiamber3 i Rate pasd with 1¢ imper —— T
Parks stamp, December 9
NY
¢ postag S A B HUTIER
v
dise changed fe MADISON ST
7 \ VER DAM WIS
1" ~\.
= > .0 P
Tt A ’ “ {
// '_//’ ’ L '
-
s D pprke P U N
%,
December 21 52 ry  late
Unpaid QSL. postcard, seal cnr

1o patron and then franked with co

Gere K o

fessanade s N

I Lo

| I I Ban PA Ao L. H,: QFLILo

[ I scember A0 -
l’” D0 SHA.
te -0 [ g { V7e

O A2 (o 9N At ’
RN ! 70 ecrcd Cos
ko oaA X0 ‘
4
o X \
»

3428 - Sth AVE. S, A% R. W. SCHOENING. opr




2¢ lll“ll letter rate.

Henry Hotel

ICRENORLE
HUs
( mor ) December 2 irop elie
advertising cover paid wath 1¢ prexy cancelied
' MARTINSVILLE VA
machi logun "Red ( s/ i/ Joir .

B. C. HOLWICK

a

1 OUT OF 4 STYLEN

e we | 1
1 | mark ol bEa
wd er 20




3¢ internal letter rate, tetum envelope for contribution, Decembe

heer PA ) }
y Joaquin County Tuberculosis Fund
301 City Hall, Stockton, California \
Z Y == e 1ai: !

/203N Brown
EL Taso, TELRS

FROM

CHARLES B. GILBERT
234 WOOD STREEY

BURLINGTON, N

71-/?“,’\//'1‘,/ MM:

2. G [0 35T 77T AVEA Y~
ELMER R. LONG /1035 .,a/,rz.of;fz,f,c
203 MARKET STREET —
HARRISBURG, PA.




|

3¢ internal letter rate

AFTER FIVE DAYS SETURN T le, KS o Pl )
> de, KS to Philadely
% v I
Y/ ot Sius ot I "Unclaimed”
— Y ALY =
7
y -/
At Gk A
l1 /."
AR
-y g AFTER 5 DAYS, RETURN TO
» / 'd ' 4
P4 /
. ~ v LA
AR y i
"»
Alter & dayw, rwtamn 1o
F. AUXARNAN
LEDAN, RANHAL 2
Ceolden Gate Dxposatior
' december 30, with Expositi
\
> commemaorative
iR
. ) ADMINIRTRATION SUILDING '
> HEW YOOR WORD S FAIR 1999
-
(5,71 e 700 N .}
rTEn = Ua ~ eAarion Flobby (Flub =
: ,’L "-r.“\ nusunl 1 {' 3¢ postal stationer - /0N N
] o 71 ‘1 0 - . N Ot
Sues. e Eruntdlo & Subing S.en & /Q 15§ /iarton, Siio \
. § {= }
‘I 2 Hoas an Y - PN -}
3 /
Horere, Puerlo Rin n o )/
(=R -
rom | [xecemt 1% M |
- 4 ‘ i
s Iannon Mfg.Co,. { WS J
( s : s . W E— ] From Murion Hobln } fH ~r
) J _ . . 4 . | LN ]
’ y s 1 Club. December 14 L | g Qg 3
Alaskn commem
‘ A, e
L% ed al




111. Usages of the 1939 Christmas Seal
Internal Airmail,

Internal Special Delivery . .
Iy y Kansas Cit vl pad tor ¢ alrma

Chattanooga 1o Evansville, December 23 ‘ . ‘ o ‘ @ ‘

fo Box 30C,
& 0 - I ._.—7,:

EUITRD STAYSN

k]

. ’ "-.1 poATAGE 7|
')LJt 9 = a B - &) : e

. N
!

1 / ) /4 ; =
;_);./{."«4'47/ [IL,L-,..A c».« b ™~ Top of the pile cover for 16 covers, eacl
. o 4 J

r miermal surface but the bico envelope o

Internal Airmail Special Delivery.

New York to Selmn, AL, properly franked 16¢ with abrmail special delivery stamp, Decem

Internal Airmail Salem, OR to Omaha, prope

H L A A
i UL { - A ¥




Internal Airmail Special Delivery \irmail to U.S. Possessions, Hawuii

os Angeles w Highland Park, December 22 Madison to Peard Harbor, Decemnber 19

VN, ¥ A
L]
ad ) o - ’
D -
- e — | b
| ¥ | :
7. ; ] "ToN
. i CHW LS \
— WIS e Ok
] ,—.u\»'v? - ' ’
3 | / ,,_.9;_
Properly franked 16¢ with airmatl special del A | TI¥ N
L.l an
LRSS e NN S P
Airmail from U.S. Possessions, Puerto Rico. 4
San Juan to Richmoml, December 17 2
.
- : 5
! '
. L . 5 \\»
‘ - % =~ N\
f - \
! |
Liis
Al mee e and from Wi 1 i ¥ Apnil L AITLAT i i
' I Retwrned o writer, addressee unknown,” from N, Alr Sta./Pear] Harbor Br., December 28

Nirmail rate to and Irom Puerto Rico was 10¢ z.. March 22, 1929 w0 January |4, 1945
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200 v . A A } A .
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ek
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1 ( D nber | Tt ut nt
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. . e e ——— “ J
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:: "‘ ‘\\\ 4 pair o ¢ hortzontal coiks

Arrived Tacubaya Dec. 26 Idressee

] /j) C////Zf-a. /,/-éz-z,mf.f AT Lt e ok il Gt oh wmiotad
/J(Ca,/d'-t- ,,
jf T ieo,

A




g ol e 1939 Christmas S
Internationasl Registered Surface Mail
Detront to Par rance, | ember ||
1 Mar

oE
1935

International
Detront

Airmail

o S¢honber

: bVl
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-
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IV, Promaotion of the 1939 Christmas Seal supplied directly by the N.T.A

utler County Cuberculosis and Health Assaciation

A¥ ATED WITH THY
MR W P PMAZIIN, SR

M. ALSA BHELIEN, VICE Gl

Kansas Tubrerenlosis and Healtly Assoriation

! MRS LEAN BFAIN BNITH, B sltanr
the A 0 CONMAN, Totansmin IN THE
] je v ¢ VTS | A N4

& 4 £ y FTHIRTY-THIRD A
'\ [
5%
bl
'Y
T
LF
W t Th Duy, 1839
|

aut [«
33 the

o3 =
= b
s O

2 U
= 1re
S N a1
<
>

THIS PACKAGE CONTAINS &

$2,00 i

WORTH -

CHRISTMAS SEALS S Ny r
Al
Hesl ciatior

Butler County Tubereulosis Associntior

d Its Fands For

Exponde

Chest clinfes
Tubereuli
X-rnys.
Milk for school lunches and for children in
tuberculous far

liin testing

For vorrective work among school children

pre For health education and organization

L e
[BTETH Lol

xle to ths Tuberculosis




A

Members of Girl Scout Troop No. 6, Brandywine M. |

Promotion of the 1939 Christmas Seal supplied directly by the N1

\

Chereh prepaning the promotional packets seen o

—

Delowre beli— Jebrlots o
.E/IIW(I'CG , -"'vll/l = —lftéé?‘l'fl-l /c".;ilJ [ OCLL-’[;/

MISS EMILY r BiSSELL | ‘
|

eridemr

G. TAGGART FEVANS
Esecaties Secretery

4 e

arnd/ )

JANNUAL e

{ At Zaani:  \ar
o PIULGLPNZTL G

1014 DELAWARE AVENUE
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

Telepbome 2-1153

Kent designed two

Posteard.

1939 Chriszma
into this postc

message on the back

» 1 e\ ) .

.‘.»‘ B 'Z‘_'A -:;7 BUY. y

ekl & CHRISTMAS

bl - PROTECT YOUR HOME
S S WY A FROM TUBERCULOSIS

fhe blank space ot the

battom  of the  front
used for the retum adklress
of the Jocal chapter, They

Are VETY uncommon usea

BUY* * |
CHRISTMAS

PROTECT YOUR HOME
FFOM TUBERCULOSIS




I\
Letterheads.,
Each

local uiiliate had 115 own letterhead. There are hundreds of difYerent o

= (=
obc/awa'c: = M{;—?ll[c‘t(“/&’il‘} C\-Dt’l.(ly

1014 DELAWARE AVENUE

it EMILY B
(R

O TAGAAN IVAME WILMINGTON, DELAWARE
Cnarorion Su:rooves
= R Telepbone 2-1833
¢ Kt
l’ 7 Parsh o A > ¥ oy 9
A Pl Ll ) ZEL November 28, 1450,

Drsn TracuEs
CHRISTMAS SEALS again must meel. the renewed challenge of an

unconquered foe—~TUBERCTULOSIS

An a teacher who has been active in the educational program n the

schools, vou will be sorry to Jearn that in the first efght months of this year

tuberculosis took 24 more lives of our citieens than in the same period
Inst year

Because the tuberoulosis germ never takes a holiday, there is plenty
of work for us to do in Deluwnre—now eases to be examined, N-rays to
be made, patients to assist, and children to be cared for at our preven-
torium, Suxyyssoox Corrace

Will you continue to help us ssve more lives hy buying snd using as
many of the enclosed Croessracas Seats as you feel you can afford? They

sell for a dollur u sheel.

We wish you & happy holiday senxon und & year of good health-
which we [rust you will enable us to share with others less fortunate
through your generous purchase of CHEETMAR SEALA

Cardially yours,

Z’,ﬁ 2 (B lt

] W Punce, M Hrend

E- N PFacsa M Pres
Mes | Anw. 'l
Faer | r v

(Ohe Naranac

- A

Promotion of the 1939 Christmas Seal supplied directly by the N.T.A

] ) ) =2 1
for the ( ontrol o "OGuberc

Press Kit.

A four-page  professionally
produced kit
distribute included
sheel of senls. Inside are «
images of some of

to the public and the chapeers

I'be Wilmington, DF letier

signed by

ner of

L.ake, N

INdc

I /L‘.".n' _\“., ey

|
wlosIs, |

was
p

Emily
the

Bissell,

first Christmuas

sl matenals available




IV, Promotion of the 1939 Christmas Seal supplied directly by the N 1T.A
Association Envelopes I'bere are two major types. They were prinied ds permil mal bul were very
oft ir 15 th the 3 imp p d r the licium

= : Here, the scal vignetie has mo rforationx 12 eye 1ES a more nonma
— - P ippearance 1e bottom retum envelope shows the full permit indiciun
————— .

e

———
Se 563, 7. L AN b

0. S, POSTASE —
PAID |—

Permlt Ko, 111

TavaaFatavavaw

-~

Lehigh County Tuberculosis Society RETURN POSTASE SUARANTEED | | |
Rooms 208-209 ; \_PA._~
719 Hamilton Street

Vavatalatarat Allentown, Pen

S ¥
-
-

e

e

v,

Here, the sead vignetie has perfi Note, also, that the eve 15 almaost
il something seen earlier in the pee-production sechor ey are botk
bSut unrelated, The larger envelope ineluded the smaller return one

QANANNNNANNNNS] -
/
5 3 ‘ Qo BT ¢ NALKER
] Y11 SOULM J " vTRET —
S \ MILADELIMA, 2,
] ——
3 .
4 National T s Associntia
J
:) a 504 r. 8. M. Sharp
National Tuberc
- '
| s B .

50 Was
Now 1

311 Sevth Junip

Philadelphia Pannsylvania




Promotion of the 1939 Christmas Seal supplied directly by the N.T.A

F n\rlnpr Inserts., 1ese were supphied to local chapters which printed their own message

i

37 ONE ON EVERY LETTER!

405, ONE ON EVERY LETTER!

Note three different

TUBERC

e

279 ES
239 B

184 BULY

Hels % "

RICHNOND TU

ien

rary day

iclhury
Kiehlangd Antl-Tubercuinsis Azsoctation

Buy
CHRISTMAS SE

ALS

WAL, ONE ON EVERY LETTER!

.f.v,f.fa:,’




IV. Promotion of the 1939 Christmas Seal supplied directly by the N.T.A

Bookmarks.

I'he centrnl office . blue bookmarks available for affilintes, The

IHETIOr message v saame with the bottom impriat as appropriate. Only Only the Tuberculesis Instituste of
chapter is known to have had it peinted in green Chicago and Cook County wsed green

l'o the right are two proofs, one on thin slick paper and «

Mark these Facts
" e
¥

® There are still 500,000 victims of
tuberculosis living in the United States.
Last vear, 64,000 in this country died
from this disease.

® Your home's safety is threatened by
these 500,000 spreaders of tuberco.
Iﬂ‘i:.

® It is possible to reduce the number
of deaths from tuberculosis to almost
nothing.

® Your tuberculosis association knows
how to hght tuberculosis, Until the
citizens of your community know how
-1‘.'4'.‘. llll‘-'l'l'll!l)'ti{ \"‘11 "‘r('\';lll.

® By buying Christmas Seals, you help
your tuberculosis association, workmg
with your local, state and federal gov-
ernment, to wipe out tuberculosis.

® No home is safe from tuberculosis

until every home i safe,

AL SLARAASAS A LS |

holiday mail

and.

oSS
'l.ﬁ"mlli’
gift packages

Tubmroalosie 1s Preventable

Protect Your Tlome
Frow Tubetculosss

e laalng rvum of deatheit
uil ls-amung the youss

.\4 kux. of Tderidonie can be
T Meitom soTeadany

Ay
apm U s of Tem

sestst woares Lo Wac{ul seeweal Lie

The keowdedge " baowe Sas the
Wt

holiday mail

T A e et s o ane

i meth -\. "R -
-.r(a (B2 eradicaties i 132 A

hoe d 2 %
ing Chicago .rﬂl m’
dift packages

Chriwiegs Seals & pat partich
patn s Comnraity (et fuzde

PUY CHRISTMAS SEALS

A

I

Buy Chaistmas Seals

THE TUBERCULOSIS INSTITUTE
of CHICAGO and COOK COUNTY
343 Sonth Dearburn Sireet WADsah D112

CAMDEN COUNTY TUBERCULOSIS
ASSOCIATION
Ciry Hall
Camden, New Jermy




Christmas Seal Bonds.
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LI LI ///////////..////v/r 7720
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nitd Lol CLideeserfeont)
or Llnried //////; of S
e, /////////// 4 / LI5S
///r /////// 72 // VI i L

YEETHE, ——

JBLE-BARRED,

1RISTMAS
EAL BIOND

Fiver: Use Seals on vour Christmas Mail,

FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS MAIL

Jake a T1P

from
UNCLE SAM

l. MAIL EARLY
2. WRAP SECURELY
ADDRESS PLAINLY \/

7a4ée G TIP /Aant US
BUY and USE TUBERCULOSIS SEALS

Lo

Lach Seal
Bights Dealh
Saued .ﬂc’/e/

THE TUBERCULOSIS
ASSOCIATIONS OF MICHIGAN

“No home id Jaa/e wnlil cll homed are ia{e"




Promotion of the 1939

The next puges show vano s pleces of

Christmuas

Seal produced

niscellaneous prvale promotion

locally

al ephesr

em

mmm TRANSIT CORPORATION

Fransit Passes.

w1 TRANSIY CORPORATION [ o—ormnonsrony
SOEWEITIA FITY ENOLLEY AR 982 L RD?SE‘S‘I‘E!!“" ey iy ! —-—-139 ;
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IV. Promotion of the 1939 Christmas Seal produced locally
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