An Offering from an American Artist

Editor’s note: Some time ago, | found an article from a Russian Magazine (magazine name and
date unknown). | sent a copy of the article to our resident Russian expert, Mitya Kiselev and
asked him to translate. He not only sent back a perfect translation but also located two
photographs of Kent and Sally at the Russian exhibition. We present a copy of the article
followed by Mitya’s translation and the photos:
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PM (ORA Ha3aQ Ml NOIHAKOMMAMCE C TEOP-
e 3 HOCTEOM P KOrO  xyA a Po-
: kyanna Keuva va seicrasxe ero pabar, koro-

Pas  IKCNOMMPOBANACHE 0 HECKOMLKMX FOPOAAX
CCCP. OB 2710k sbicTaske PAaccKadbiBan KWHO-
ouepk «Poxysnn Kewrs, CO3AaHMMIA Ha KuHDCTY-
Ak WMOCHAYUDMALMY PEHCCEPOM-INIPATOPOM
f. Ton no cuysnapwio B. Monosa,

B npownom roay Kewr noaepun comwx caomx
pabor Coserckomy Cowosy. Ivor 6naropoa-
MbIA NOCTYNOK npMeeTcTeosan Tosapuw H. C. Xpy-
wes.

MNMpuselennsie Kentom KapTHHel COCTaRMAM IKC-
NOINUMIO eule OAHOM BONLWOA BEICTADKM, € KO-
YOPOH IHEKOMMT MAC HOBWIH hunbm sflap amsphu-

WExanuckoro xyaomnnnan (cuewapwcr B, Monos, as-
Topei-oneparopt . Monrnosckes W KO, Mowur-
nosckui, LlewtpansHas CTyaus AOKyMEMTaNsHbIX
Gunbmoa).

MUOrOUHCNEHHBIE KHBONKIHMIE M rpadmyscxme
paboru KeHTa 8BOART HAC 8 YAMBMTENLMD SCHBIR
M FAPMONHYMBIN MMD, NDOHMKHYTEIA BEPOH B @b~
coKoe Had amne e ero
Ayxa.

C 10MBIX NOT XYAOMHMK MMOrO NYTEWeCTEOBAN.
Ero musbie HabnioqaHua 8oNN0THAKCE 8 NPaKpac-
HMX NeA3awaX, CaWAETENITBYIOWMX 06 OrpoMme
Hoi nobem Kewra k npapoge, ymeHns yauaors »

S HEPEAATL KPACOTY GANS W HOWM, FOP W MIPR, Ny-

WA cTeiHA U n OACPOAMON, %, obpaborannon
3emnmnn (1ax onpeacamn OH CBOM MIMOBAEHNMIE
OBNOKTIM),

Nersawn Kaura AGNRTCR HA HECKOAMKD UMK~
nos: Anscka, [pewnasgws, Orwewwas 3emns,
AZMPOHAAKCKMO rOPLY, NawAWapTW wWwrata Mow.
Jlyswimi w3 umknos — rpednanackud, B ator cy-
POBLIA KDAR XYROMMHWK BIAMN ABamAn — g 1929
w B 19321934 rogax, QONro MuN CPeAwM ITKA-

MDCO8.
Fpexnanackue neiRaamu NOPAMAICT COBEPLISH-
cTeoMm, 3 ThIO XYA T 0 Mbil-

nexna, Henwas we NOKOPHTRZIN yAMBWTENEMOA NO-
PMKG MX NATETHYOCKOrD CTPOR.
TPoOMaanme, cnoEHO Peaudm OrpaHeHmsie ro-
T, _Pb, 8BICALMECR HOA NAOCKOH NEASHOR nycTeiHen.
"{uuet, npomepawee wuebo. Bypuie ckanel. Mo-
P2 — XJNOQHOE,  MENPHCTYNMDR, CNOKOWMOAD...
Ha 31om ruranrckom, xalzanock Bsi, meproom
CCTPOBE NPOXDAMT T , CamooTRep as
Wuane ero oburarensi.

Ana Kewra npupoaa — 310 cpepa wenosave-
SA0R ACRTENLMOTTH, NONHUA NOASMMHHYGCKHX TH-
ror u repowvecxoro rapnesns. On genser ans
HAZ NOMATHOR M BnuIKOR HIHE MYMECTIONHOrD
NPOCTOIO NENJBEXA — BMEPHKAHCKOrO Qepmepa,
ICKMMmOCa, aneyTa,

ABICPAM YASNOCH XOPOWD NOKEIATL XOPAKTEP-

“Moe ans teopuecrea Kenrta coepumenue noaTwu-

S MO0, MOMYMONTANLHOTO M SENHYECTEEHHO-repOt-

uecworo wWavana. Ho rnasusim 8 Puname oxazan-

CA PAcCKal O CAMOM XyAOMMMKe, O €ro npobui-

BaKum B MOCHBE, NPUYPOUEHHOM K OTKPLITHIO Bhi-
CTaBNM,

MNpws. NbHble kue kauecrea Kew-
T8 — MUMINEPOAOCTHOCTS, HEYTaCAIOWHA MHTepeC
K MOARM W NPHPORS — PACKPLIBAKITCA W 8 ero
BCTpedax co 3Ip W, C Xy O. Be-
PeRCKMM, M B KaAPax nporynok no Mocxse, kax
Ge1 ysmgennoh rnaaamu camoro Kewra,

—_  Dunem nomoraer getanunes, NPHCTaNbHEE Pac-

& cMorpers nywwwe paborsl, NpeacTaBnoHHLIe Ha
PLICTARKE, OTHOTNMEEE OWYTHTE SMNUUCCKHA TyMa-
HHIM M MMINCYTEODMASHWE, KOTOPLIe AGNAIOT
Kenta 3wa Hb c

v »~
HOCTH,
E.Nesntnn
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Three years ago, we had a chance to explore works of the American artist Rockwell Kent in his
personal exhibition that traveled several cities all over the USSR. The short documentary
“Rockwell Kent”, produced by screenwriter V.Popov and cameraman Y.Tolchanov at the
Mosnauchfilm Studio, was dedicated to this event.

Last year Rockwell Kent donated hundreds of his artworks to the Soviet nation. The artist’s
generosity was welcomed by comrade Nikita Khruschev.

The works, brought by Kent to the Soviet Union, formed another large-scale exhibition,
pictured by the Central Documentaries Studio in its new film “An Offering From an American
Artist”.

Numerous paintings and graphical works by Rockwell Kent show us a bright harmonious world,
reflecting his continuous belief in the lofty mission of man and greatness of the human spirit.

Since his young years, the artist traveled a lot. His vivid impressions turned into excellent
landscape paintings, illustrating his great fondness for nature, as well as his ability to see and
translate the beauty “of day and night, of mountains and seas, of deserts and green farmlands”
—the main focus of Kent’s art by his own admission.

The landscape works by Rockwell Kent are divided into several series — Alaska, Greenland,
Tierra del Fuego, Adirondack Mountains, the Maine’s scenery. The most impressive are his
Greenlandic paintings. The artist visited this inhospitable region twice — first in 1929, then in
1932-1934, both times spending months among Eskimo people.

Greenlandic works by Kent are striking in terms of their artistic completeness and perfection.
No one can reject the amazing logic of their pathetic composition. Spectacular, almost
sculptural peaks, dominating over the flat icy desert. Blue frozen skies. Brown rocks. The sea —
cold, inaccessible, calm... On this colossal, seemingly dead island, a hard and selfless aboriginal
life is passing day by day.

For Kent, nature is the scene of human activity, full of hardships and heroic patience. He shows
us the life of courageous commoners — American farmers, Inuits, Aleuts.

Authors of the new documentary managed to uncover that combination of poetic, monumental
and heroic elements in the Kent’s art. However, the focus of the film is the story of artist
himself, his visit to Moscow and personal involvement in the exhibition.

The best qualities of Rockwell Kent — his optimism and endless interest in nature and people —
are shown in his contacts with the Soviet audience, in meetings with artist Orest Vereisky, in
Kent’s vision of Moscow that appears in scenes of his walks around the Soviet capital.

The film gives a closer look of Kent’s best works, presented in his exhibition. It helps to feel
deeply the vital and humanistic appeal that make Kent a significant figure of the modern artistic

world.

By E.Levitin
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About the author

Born in remote Kamchatka Peninsula, Northeast Siberia, Dmitry (Mitya)
Kiselev is a polar historian, avid traveler and expedition guide, working for
Silversea Cruises. When not travelling to the Arctic, Antarctic or other
remote parts of the world, Mitya and his family live on Cyprus.

Kinte in the Land of Never Setting Sun
Rockwell Kent and his Northern years (ma-xsas
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Mitya lecturing about Kent on a recent cruise
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